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CCWW Sports Report No. 603 
(September 13, 2018) 

by 
Rich Coyle ‘68 

 

Okay, we’re finally ready for Week One of Big Red football, weather permitting.  Thoughts on the Red’s 
opener at Delaware and prospects for the season are below.  First, let’s run quickly through last week’s 
action. 

I finally got to watch a Men’s Soccer match.  Two, to be precise, and I was generally impressed.  On 
Friday, the Big Red played Lafayette, a decent squad that had won three of its first four matches.  For 82 
minutes I was reminded why I don’t watch much soccer.  Cornell had put two (2) shots on goal; neither 
went in.  The Leopards had just one (1) shot on goal which, unfortunately, did go in.  (To digress for a bit, 
the leopard is one of my favorite animals, and I don’t understand why more teams don’t have it as their 
nickname.  I think there are just two colleges, Lafayette and Wentworth Institute in Boston, called the 
Leopards.  Maybe it goes back to when colleges had live animals as their mascots and a leopard was a bit, 
um, dangerous to have around.  Lafayette started using the nickname in the 1920’s, apparently liking the 
alliterative quality it provided.) 

Back to the match, in the second half the Big Red began to put some pressure on Lafayette and it paid off 
in the 83rd minute when Charles Touche ’21’s second goal of the season knotted the score.  The match 
went to overtime and John Scearce ’20 ended it with his second goal of the season in the sixth minute of 
the first overtime.  The match wasn’t necessarily a thing of beauty but you had to like the resilience shown 
by the late comeback and OT win.  The victory gave Cornell a 3-0 start to the season and moved them 
briefly up to No. 17 in the Top Drawer Soccer rankings. 

Monday’s match against Syracuse was on ESPN+.  I watched this one more closely and was rewarded 
with a good show.  No, Cornell did not win.  ’Cuse got goals in the eighth and twelfth minutes and held on 
for a 2-0 victory.  But the Big Red were the aggressors most of the game against a good Power 5 
conference team.  Cornell had more corner kicks, outshot the Orange 14-6, and put twice as many shots 
on goal (8-4).  This was a match Cornell could have won.  The Red failed to convert a couple of chances in 
front of the net and also hit a crossbar.  (And I’m still wondering whether Syracuse’s second goal was 
legitimate.  Syracuse was making a run up the sideline but it looked to me and the Cornell player closest to 
the ball like it went out of play off the ’Cuse player.  No call, play continued, and the Red was forced to give 
up a corner kick which resulted in a Syracuse goal.  Oh well.) 

This weekend the Big Red will be on this coast to play Cal State-Northridge and Cal State-Fullerton.  (The 
Ivy League championship team of 2012 made a similar early-season trip, playing Fullerton and Loyola 
Marymount, and won both matches.)  This trip will be challenging.  Northridge is 4-2 and coming off a visit 
to Seattle where they lost by a goal to the Huskies (a top-10 team) and defeated Seattle University.  Both 
matches will be streamed (for free, I think) on Big West TV. 

Another sport worth following is Volleyball.  Last weekend the Big Red went to Texas for the Flo Hyman 
Collegiate Cup hosted by the University of Houston.  The Red split its four matches, defeating Lamar and a 
good University of Texas-San Antonio team and losing four-set matches to the host Cougars and Houston 
Baptist.  This was a respectable showing.  The Cougars are 11-1 on the season, their only loss coming to 
UTSA.  Jenna Phelps ’20 was picked for the All-Tournament Team.   

Cornell has one more tournament before Ivy play starts.  This weekend, the Big Red go out to Valparaiso, 
Indiana, for the Crusader Classic.  The Red will play two good teams, host Valpo and Wright State, as well 
as a less-good Western Illinois squad.  The Friday match against Valpo will be on ESPN+ at 5:00 p.m., 
PDT. 

http://network.laxpower.com/laxforum/memberlist.php?mode=viewprofile&u=59572
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The sixth of Cornell’s eight fall sports teams to see action, Women’s Cross-Country, participated in the 
Penn State Spiked Shoe Invitational.  The Big Red finished fourth in the ten-team field, trailing only three 
teams ranked in the top 25 nationally.  And the Red did this without their returning first-team All-Ivy runner, 
Gabrielle Orie ’21.  If she is healthy, expect Cornell to get even better. 

On Sunday Field Hockey got its first victory of the season, 3-1 over Rider, but all evidence suggests that 
this will not be a great season.  Before that win, Cornell lost three in a row, most recently by a 1-0 score to 
a ranked Rutgers team last Friday.  One-zip doesn’t sound that bad, but only stellar goaltending by 
Maddie Henry ’20 (12 saves) kept it close.  Rutgers totally dominated, outshooting the Big Red 24-3 and 
earning 14 penalty corners (one of which resulted in the game-winning goal) to the Red’s zero.  It doesn’t 
get easier as Cornell’s next match is in Burlington, Vermont, against an undefeated Maine team (which has 
already beaten two ranked teams).  The Red will also play the host UVM Catamounts.   

It’s good to win your opener.  But, especially for college teams, whose makeup can change a lot from year 
to year, it’s hard to know how much of the result is due to being good and how much to the opposition not 
being good.  It may take a while to sort that out.  I’m afraid that the explanation for Women’s Soccer’s 
opening game win over St. Bonaventure three weeks ago lies more with the Bonnies than the Big Red.  
The Bonnies are still looking for their first win and Cornell, after losing 2-0 on Sunday to Binghamton and 
getting just one shot on goal, is 1-4-0.  If not for Meghan Kennedy ’19 tying a career high with eleven 
saves, the loss to Bingo could have been worse.  Up this week for the Big Red are two more difficult 
contests, at St. Joseph’s on Sunday afternoon in Philly and at home against Albany Tuesday night.  

Cornell Golf has been on the upswing, with three straight top-four finishes at the Ivy championships.  In 
each of those years, the fall season started with a second-place finish at Colgate’s Alex Lagowitz 
Memorial.  This year, however, for the first time in six years, the Big Red team is not anchored by one or 
both of the Graboyes brothers.  But fear not.  The Big Red came in third in the 17-team field, one stroke 
out of second.  The runner-up finish was the result of a final round surge led by Jack Casler ’20, whose 
two eagles propelled him to a tie for second individually. 

It’s time for football.  Actually, for most college teams the season is already two weeks old.  My strongest 
allegiances are to four teams: Cornell, Northwestern, the UW, and the Seahawks.  Three have already lost 
a game.  The Big Red, on the other hand, are still not only undefeated but also untied and unscored upon.  
Okay, sure, they haven’t played a game yet but that’s quibbling.  Teams have gone -un, -un and -un, 
although it’s been a while; the last college teams to finish the regular season that way were Duke and 
Tennessee in 1938 and 1939, respectively.  Both then lost in the Rose Bowl to USC.  A post-season let-
down won’t happen to Cornell since Ivy League rules prohibit post-season football.  A more comparable 
target is the 1932 Colgate team, which captured the unique “four -uns” distinction—undefeated, untied, 
unscored upon and uninvited—when the Red Raiders (as they were then called) were passed over for the 
Rose Bowl.  Of course, there are no more ties in college football so the ultimate achievement now is simply 
to be undefeated and unscored up. 

In 1901, the Big Red were undefeated, untied and unscored upon through their first seven games.  (For 
history buffs, Cornell that year was captained by College Football Hall of Famer Bill Warner ’03, younger 
brother of the legendary Glenn “Pop” Warner ’94.)  By comparison, the 2017 Cornell team lost its first 
game and was unscored upon for 53 seconds.  I’m going to go out on a limb and predict that the Red will 
beat that 53-second mark this season.  But where will they end up? 

Last year’s team moved sideways, winning one more Ivy League game than a year earlier and one fewer 
game overall.  Facing a tough non-conference schedule, a reasonable goal for the 2018 Big Red is to have 
four wins—all in the Ivy League.  It will be tough; the Red have been picked for seventh, ahead of only 
Brown, in the Ivy media poll.  But four wins is doable and in my dreams the Red will win six or seven.    

Last year’s marked improvement in the defense, especially the pass defense, should carry over.  The 
entire front four that started at the end of last season is back, led by Cyrus Nolan ’19, who was Ivy 
League Defensive Player of the Week when Cornell beat Harvard last year, and Jordan Landsman ’20.  
Three-fourths of the starting defensive secondary also returns, including cornerbacks David Jones ’20 
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and DJ Woullard ’19, both honorable mention All-Ivies last season.  The secondary suffered one big loss 
with the graduation of Nick Gesualdi ’18, probably the best defensive player in the league.   Woullard will 
move to Gesualdi’s free safety position, and Phazione McClurge ’21, who started some games and saw 
action in all ten, will start at cornerback.  The strong safety, Jelani Taylor ’20, who won the position 
halfway through last season, is also back.  This should be a solid group.  The one question I have 
concerns the extra defensive backs needed for obvious passing situations.  No other DB listed in the depth 
chart has yet played a game there. 

The bigger question mark on defense concerns the linebackers.  Only one starter, co-captain Reis 
Seggebruch ’19, returns.  Gone are Kurt Frimel ’18, a second-team All-Ivy, who graduated, and Ijhad 
Bonner ’20, for unknown reasons.  Also, Dylan Otolski ’20, who started four games last season, has 
moved to offense.   Reis is very good but the other projected starters have not played linebacker in a 
game. 

The offense, which sputtered at times last season, will have more of a new look.  Fortunately, and barring 
future injury, that new look does not extend to the interior offensive line, which jelled last season and 
returns all five starters, led by co-captain J. Edward Keating ’19, the second-team All-Ivy center a year 
ago.  The starting O-line also includes Mason Manning III, a graduate of Capital High School in Olympia, 
who along with two freshmen is one of three Washingtonians on the team. 

The biggest change could be at quarterback.  Dalton Banks ’19 won the job two years ago, started off like 
a house afire but has been inconsistent since.  Readers of this report will know that I’ve questioned for 
some time whether the Big Red should be looking at other options.  Now it looks like the coaching staff has 
gotten the message … kinda, sorta.  What is now being proposed is a three-way rotation among Banks, 
Mike Catanese ’20 and Richie Kenney ’21, with coach David Archer ’05 not committing to a starter.  
Catanese is primarily a runner and he will likely be mostly used in obvious running situations, much like 
Jake Jatis ’18 was last season.  More intriguing is Kenney, who seems to be the better passer.  Sadly, 
one person who will not be in the QB mix is Harley Kirsch ’20, the 2015 Washington State 3-A player of 
the year at Eastside Catholic.  Harley was the highest-rated Cornell QB recruit in a long time but shoulder 
surgery will apparently end his Cornell career without him ever taking a snap.  

The running back lineup is also potentially in flux.  Harold Coles ’20 should be the starter after being often 
underused in his first two seasons.  Coles can be explosive.  His backup is listed as J.D. PicKell ’19, who 
played just two games last year before being injured.  The most intriguing addition (of sorts) is Chris 
Walker ’19, who was first-team All-Ivy in 2016, but had trouble getting untracked last year and then 
suffered a season-ending ACL injury.  In 2016 Walker led the Ivy League with 5.41 yards per carry but he 
averaged almost two yards per carry less last year.  Right now Chris is listed as day to day and he may not 
play against Delaware.  Other tailback possibilities are SK Howard ’21 and Jake Derderian ’21, the latter 
a graduate of my high school, Bishop Hendricken, in Warwick, Rhode Island. 

There are also questions at wide receiver.  The Red generally use three wideouts and rotate four or five 
guys through those positions.  Two of last year’s three top wide receivers have graduated.  Owen Peters 
’20, who led the team in catches (with 34) is back.  Also back is Eric Gallman II ’21, who won the starting 
job in his first game as freshman last fall, scoring a touchdown against Delaware.  He then caught nine 
passes in the Yale game for 97 yards, a Cornell freshman record, before an injury ended his season.  
Gallman is questionable for the Delaware game.  A third candidate is Walker, which Archer apparently 
hinted at to a Daily Sun reporter.  Chris was primarily a wide receiver in high school and has been a 
productive pass catcher at Cornell.  Like Gallman, Walker may not be ready to start the season.  Last 
year’s starting tight end, Hayes Nolte ’18, graduated.  The position will probably be manned this fall by 
some combination of John Fitzgerald ’20, Nic Canal ’20 and Tommy McIntyre ’20.  The trio average 
6’6” and over 250 pounds. 

Last but not least are the special teams.  This should be a Cornell strength.  The Big Red have not one but 
two solid place kickers, Nickolas Null ’20 and Zack Mays ’19.  Mays led the team in scoring but Null 
finished the season after Mays was hurt.  All 17 of Null’s kickoffs (excluding one onside attempt) were 
touchbacks.  His overall kicking earned Nickolas second-team All-Ivy recognition.  Null also handled the 
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punting and was honorable mention All-Ivy for that position.  Defensive back David Jones was the primary 
kick returner last year and he was solid, averaging over 22 yards per return, including a 61-yard return 
against Princeton.  Jones will also take over the punt return duties, which Gesualdi did last fall.  

For the second year in a row, the Red will open at Delaware.  This is, apparently, a guarantee game, which 
means that Cornell is being paid by Delaware to play it.  Last year, five first half turnovers by the Big Red 
led to that early Delaware score, an ugly game and a 27-point loss.  This year cannot be worse.  Like 
Cornell’s other non-conference opponents, Sacred Heart and Colgate, the Blue Hens have already played 
two games.  If you’re looking for a bit of comfort, the Hens, unlike ’Gate and Sacred Heart, lost one of 
those games, to Rhode Island, 21-19, in their opener.  Delaware then came back and crushed Lafayette, 
37-0, last week.  Curiously, Delaware was a 17-point favorite over Cornell when the betting line opened on 
Monday but as of Thursday the spread has dropped to 7.5 points.  The game should be a free stream on 
Hen’s All-Access YouTube channel, starting at 12:30 p.m. PDT. 

Finally, David Eldridge ’81 has now resigned as the men’s and women’s Polo coach.  See  
http://cornellsun.com/2018/09/12/cornell-polo-coach-retires-as-university-vows-to-investigate-misconduct-
claims/.    

That’s it for this week.  GO BIG RED! 

http://cornellsun.com/2018/09/12/cornell-polo-coach-retires-as-university-vows-to-investigate-misconduct-claims/
http://cornellsun.com/2018/09/12/cornell-polo-coach-retires-as-university-vows-to-investigate-misconduct-claims/

